
help with school 

In just two months at ESCAPE Ministries, I have witnessed so much...MINISTRY. I have seen kids
loved unconditionally, even in some very difficult situations. I have seen kids pursued and cared for
when their families and personal lives are falling apart. I have seen staff following up with kids after
“working hours,” taking them to church or out for a meal. This staff cares deeply about each
individual they work with. A word I hear a lot around ESCAPE is relationship. The staff works hard
to build trust and relationships with students, using patience, kindness and acceptance to overcome
barriers of distrust, rejection, and pain. They invest like this not just because they are good people,
or want to make a difference; Rather, they do this because they are called to this ministry by the
Spirit of God and they are living out that call with passion day after day. What that investment
brings to the students’ lives is HOPE. Hope lives here.
One student wrote, “I can see a future for myself for the first time...I’m actually making good
decisions and taking steps to becoming an adult.” That’s hope. If you knew the journey this student
has traveled, you would have been brought to tears of joy right along with us when we read their
reflection. It is a pleasure to be a part of ESCAPE and to see what God is doing here. Please join us in
this mission by supporting the staff and especially the kids with your year-end giving! With your
help, we will keep investing in these youth and keep hope alive.                                                                       
                                               

Imagine you’re a kid who doesn’t like school. You’re used to bad grades, to getting in trouble and
frustrated staff. If you could choose online school, wouldn’t you? Hundreds of students are now
at home doing school. Many of them struggle with learning and don't have much help at home.
ESCAPE knows many students like this, so we seek them out, we pick them up, and offer
tutoring during the day and after school. So far this school year, over 30 kids have studied in our
Tutoring Initiative, and according to schools and police, many more need help! As the fabric of
education changes, we will be the fabric underneath, catching those who fall through. 
We dig into relationships with these kids watch as kingdom of God to grows as their stories
unfold. How can you help? Join our team of volunteer tutors (Tue/Thu, 3-5:30p, or by appt.), or
donate to keep this initiative active in helping students thrive who are searching for help with
school. Contact ESCAPE to find out more!

50 suspended students continue their education through ASAP 
ESCAPE received City of Holland Social Justice Award in Education!
45 students worked in summer jobs program amidst COVID!
Increased tutoring helps 30 youth through virtual learning challenges
with over 350 tutoring sessions since September.
Escape The Bubble Podcast launches Season 1 as youth tell their stories.
Founder Willie Watt ends his time at ESCAPE, Bob Ellis now Interim 

Ongoing Can & Bottle Drive is a big support for youth education & jobs.
Over 350 food boxes distributed to families in need throughout COVID.
Thankful for new staff: Jeremias, Taylor, Stephanie, Nate & Kelli!
Dozens of kids' stories of growth, heroism, difficulty, and restoration.

       Director through Jan/Feb 2021, new director search in progress!
MEET  BOB  ELLIS

A NEW VIEW: FROm THE DIRECTOR

T H A N K  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !  

Previously: Ottawa Co. Jail Chaplain
Barnabas Ministries Mentor,
Consultant, Prince, JCI
Passionate About: All Kids, Sharing
Stories, Jesus, Teamwork, 
Free Time: Biking, Pickleball, Peanut
Store w/ Grandkids
Foods: Chick-Fil-A Tenders, Chai Tea
Book: "Crucial Conversations"

SEARCHING FOR.. .
Who is falling through the cracks of online learning? And how can we help?

INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The search and selection of 
 the next executive director.

Patience and compassion for
staff & students together.

A student struggling with his
deeply rooted anger.

 A student who is hurt by
constant bullying.

A family of 6 for more
affordable and livable
housing.

Continued safety from
COVID outbreak

Courage for students to
keep fighting their battles.

Pray with us.

T H A N K  Y O U .
Can & Bottle Returns is a serious business!

BOB  ELLIS
 

Westside Boxing continues, waiting for
competitions to resume.

How cool is it that the cops come for lunch? Relationships lead to understanding.

sign up for our new 
monthly prayer email:

connections@escape-out.org
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FOLLOW US! 202 E 32nd St
Holland MI 49423
(616) 396-4481
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escape-out.orgE D U C A T I O N  F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

6-month old baby boy. That's everyday life for Reese, who attends the Alternative Suspension Accountability Program at
ESCAPE. He has a long list of reasons he could've given up on himself, but there's a spark that keeps him going. He's been
around ESCAPE on-and-off since age 13, when he was first suspended from school. And against the odds, he's still going.
Reese was been raised mostly by his mother for 17 years, and he credits her for inspiring him not to give up, since she never
gave up on him. But last year, fresh off a stint in Juvenile Detention, he received the news that he was going to be a father, 
and he knew things had to change in big ways. He finally started to distance himself from things that got he and his friends in
trouble, and started zeroing in on completing his classes. He shared, “My priorities gotta be different now, there's no more
playin' around now that baby TJ is here." Having had an inconsistent father in his life, his guiding principle as a parent was to
be everything his father couldn't be for him: Present. Consistently Loving. Teacher. Even "Diaper Changer." 
This past semester Reese has been balancing coparenting the baby and working in fast food, and still makes it to ESCAPE for
school Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday to continue his studies. As any working parent knows, it's beyond challenging to
pull that off. He comes to school often looking exhausted, but it never keeps him from smiling and reaching for his next
classroom goal. His priorities are different. This fall he has completed 7 classes with the goal of early graduation by January.
If we would have written Reese off earlier, we wouldn't have gotten to see this. But we prefer to stick around to see the next
chapter unfold, because the story is never over. Reese is worthy of a bright future, for himself and for his son. We stand with
you Reese. We are proud of you and are grateful for the lens of life you share with us everyday. People like you are what ASAP
and ESCAPE exists for. (For more of Reese's story, listen to "Escape The Bubble Podcast" 

Going into a season of Thanksgiving, we want every donor,
volunteer, and prayer warrior to know that ESCAPE is so grateful for
how you support our students and staff. Without YOU, we would not
be able to serve how we do. As we enter this giving season, please
know that your donations are very much appreciated, are handled
with care, and are put right towards meaningful work! Thank you all!

STAY THANKFUL.

17 years old and expelled.                                                                         6 classes away from
graduation, working 30-plus hours a week, all while caring for

In 2020, we  have been especially thankful for:
Being able to have our programs open!
ZERO positive COVID tests within ESCAPE so far.
The ability to hire new learning coaches.
New volunteer tutors and lunch providers.
Over 300,000 cans & bottles donated to us!
The support of a community like YOU!Team Eighth Day Farm selling 

at the Farmers' Market
The "Ghostbuster" super-vacuum 

keeping all the areas clean!

Not a bad apple in the bunch!The Music Studio opens up
sessions for all ages & interests.

ESCAPE-OUT.ORG/DONATIONS
or mail a check. 

Consider becoming a MONTHLY DONOR! CHECK OUT SHORT VIDEO UPDATES! ESCAPE-OUT.ORG/VIDEOS

A NEW REALITY MEANS NEW NEEDS AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES.
WE'RE STEPPING IN. YOU CAN HELP US.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE NOW!


